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1 . DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR THE AMERICAS, DR. KHURSHID HYDER, 

CALLED IN THE CHARGE ON DECEMBER 14 TO DISCUSS PRESS REPORTS 
ALLEGING THE POSSIBLE SALE OF A-4S TO INDIA. MFA HAD 
PREVIOUSLY RECEIVED A COPY OF THE PRESS GUIDANCE PROVIDED IN 
REFTEL AND, ACCORDING TO DR. HYDER, HAD ALSO BEEN INFORMED 
BY THE PAR EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON OF THE DEPARTMENT'S 
CLARIFICATION OF THE "SENSATIONALIZED" ACCOUNT IN THE 
WASHINGTON POST. 

2. WHILE ACCEPTING THE USG EXPLANATION, DR. HYDER SAID THAT 
SHE WANTED TO REGISTER IN THE STRONGEST TERMS THE GOP'S 
GREAT CONCERN THAT SOME OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON MIGHT IN THE 
FUTURE RECOMMEND SALE OF A-4S OR OTHER MAJOR EQUIPMENT TO 
INDIA. DR. HYDER SAID THAT SUCH SALES WOULD AGGRAVATE 

THE PRESENT OVERWHELMING MILITARY IMBALANCE 
IN SOUTH ASIA TO PAKISTAN'S GREAT DISADVANTAGE. NOTING 
INDIA'S INDIGENOUS ARMS CAPABILITY AND SUPPLIES OF 
SOPHISTICATED EQUIPMENT FROM THE SOVIET UNION, DR. HYDER 
ASSERTED THAT AMERICAN SALES WOULD HAVE AN EXTREMELY DAMAGING 
IMPACT ON SOUTH ASIAN STABILITY AND ON RELATIONS BETWEEN 
PAKISTAN AND THE US. DR. HYDER SAID THAT SHE HOPED THE 
USG WOULD NOT BE DELUDED INTO THINKING THAT MILITARY SALES 
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FROM ITS CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SOVIET UNION. IN THE VIEW 
OF PAKISTAN, INDIA IS, IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, DEPENDENT ON 
THE SOVIET UNION FOR SECURITY SUPPORT AND COULD NOT BE BOUGHT 
OFF FROM THAT DEPENDENCE SIMPLY BY THE PROVISION OF SOME 
US MILITARY EQUIPMENT. 

3. THE CHARGE REITERATED THE PRESS GUIDANCE IN REFTEL AND 
EMPHASIZED THAT THERE IS NEITHER A GOI REQUEST FOR THE A-4 NOR 
ANY COMMITMENT BY THE USG TO SELL IT. 

4. DR. HYDER THEN NOTED THE SOVIET SALE OF HEAVY WATER TO THE 
GOI AS AN EXAMPLE OF INDIAN DEPENDENCE ON THE USSR AND OF 
SOVIET WILLINGNESS TO SUPPORT INDIA, EVEN IN CONTRADICTION 

OF GENERAL SOVIET POLICY ON NON PROLIFERATION. DR. HYDER 
GENTLY DREW AN INVIDIOUS COMPARISON BETWEEN SOVIET 
ACTION ON HEAVY WATER AND US PRESSURE AGAINST THE PLANS 
OF ITS PAKISTANI ALLY FOR A REPROCESSING PLANT. 

5. COMMENT: WHILE THE GOP IS PROBABLY SATISFIED THAT 
THERE ARE NO IMMEDIATE PLANS FOR AN A-4 SALE TO INDIA, 

DR. HYDER'S RATHER STRONG DEMARCHE REFLECTS GOP CONCERN IN THIS 
TRANSITION PERIOD OVER THE POLICIES THE NEW ADMINISTRATION 
MAY PURSUE IN SOUTH ASIA, PARTICULARLY THOSE POLICIES THAT 
MIGHT BE DESIGNED TO STRENGTHEN INDO-US RELATIONS. 
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